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Turtles are reptiles. They are covered in protective scales. They are ectothermic (cold-blooded). And

they hatch from soft, leathery eggs. A hard bony shell (carapace) makes turtles unique amongst reptiles.

A turtle’s shell is not its home. It is made of the bones that create the spine (backbone) and ribs .

. Turtles have physical adaptations that allow them
Draw a red oval around the turtle’s spine phy P

. to live in a variety of habitats. Generally, turtles
& color the ribs yellow. y y

live either on land, in freshwater, or in salt water

(the ocean). Aquatic turtles that live in water will
have shells that are adapted for swimming. They
will be hydrodynamic (water will easily flow over
\ Vet - . them without drag.) Terrestrial turtles that live on
hy “;-‘. N land will have high, dome-shaped shells.
The Eatern Box Turtle, the NC state ( ﬁ
reptile, has a shell with a specialized

hinge on the plastron (belly) that lets
the turtle tuck its head and legs best suits a turtle that lives on land.

Write Aquatic in the shape that is hydrodynamic and write Terrestrial in the shape that

inside and close up like a box.

Turtle feet are adapted for the way
that they move within their habitat.
Label the feet to the left with the type
of habitat that they match.

Saltwater: long distance swimming,
rarely on land

Freshwater: swimming short distances,
climbing

Terrestrial: walking, climbing

Sea Turtles (saltwater) have

large flippers for swim- Diamondback Terrapins are unique

ming. Freshwater turtles

turtles that have adapted to thrive in
have webbed feet for

aquatic habitats where freshwater from rive
swimming. Why do you

think they are different?

mixes with saltwater. This mixed water is
called water.

*Answers on the back.



Turtles

There are only 7 species of sea turtles in the world.

Every sea turtle is listed as either endangered or
threatened by the U.S. Endangered Species List.

One of the leading causes of sea turtle decline is
marine trash; especially plastics. Helping to Protect
sea turtles from extinction is as simple as reducing
the amount of trash that we through away. Think
of products that you used and threw away today.
Make a list of products that could replace those
that might be able to use and reuse multiple times.
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Sea Turtles are the largest turtles in the world. The Leatherback Sea
Turtle can measure between 6 and 8 feet in length as an adult. They
grow so large because they are adapted to the wide open space of the
ocean as opposed the smaller more confined space of a lake or river
where a freshwater turtle might live.

They have also adapted very large wing-like flippers for long distance
swimming. While freshwater turtles also swim, they have webbed feet
with claws that are best adapted for swimming short distances while
maintaining the ability to move onto land for hiding, feeding, basking,
and nesting.




