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North Carolina Aquarium at Pine Knoll Shores
              North Carolina Essential Standards K-2 Science:
 1.L.1.1 and 1.L.1.2

Grade 1 Animal Needs: Create Your Own Aquarium Habitat! 

Lesson Aim/ Objective:
Students will learn about the needs of living organisms by creating their own example of a habitat.  

Set Up/ Supplies:
· Various craft supplies: construction paper, scissors, glue, glitter, crayons, markers, paint, pipe cleaners, tissue paper, tape, or anything else you choose.   
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    Sea Turtle Example 

Activity:
1. Begin this activity by discussing what animals need in order to survive.  All animals must have food, shelter, water, air, and space.  Do your students have pets?  Who takes care of them?  Who buys them food?  Do they like to play?  Animals who live at our aquarium require special care too. We have a staff of aquarists who look after the needs of our animals.  
2. Have your students think about their favorite animal that they saw during their trip to our aquarium, it doesn’t have to be a fish!  Does it live with other animals?  What does it eat?  Where does it hide?  Does it live in fresh or salt water?  Does it have gills or lungs?  How big will it get?  How long will it live?
3. Make sure that each student has a large piece of construction paper (white or light blue may be best) and a dark piece to cut out the border of the aquarium habitat. Have students make their very own aquarium habitat for their favorite animal and let imaginations run wild!  Make sure their animal’s home includes all of the things they will need to survive: space, food, shelter, etc.  Once everyone is finished, display all of your classes animal habitats for your very own in-class aquarium.

Variations

Shadow Boxes can also be used to create animal aquarium habitats. This could be displayed nicely as a mini-North Carolina Aquarium in the classroom. For a fun challenge, make the aquarium edible! For example: Use fruit roll-ups, twizzlers, pixy-stix candy, goldfish, gummy fish and sharks to create the animals and their exhibits. Then use a paper plate as a base.  
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